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LOCAL JOY AT AIRPORTS WATERED DOWN PLANS
Local campaign group Campaign Against Luton Airport Expansion (CALAE) was delighted to hear that Luton Airport management have withdrawn their draft master plan which included a new runway on green fields 950 metres south of the existing runway.  A new plan will be produced later in the year to cover maximum use of the existing site.  

CALAE Chairman Kevin FitzGerald, who is also Honorary Director of the Hertfordshire Branch of CPRE, said:-

“This is really good news for thousands of people in the very wide area affected by the airport’s operations.  We like to think that as a result of local campaigning their plight has been taken on board, together with the broader aspects of loss of precious countryside and increased contribution to climate change.  These are strong arguments against massive expansion of flying.”

He continued:-

“We cannot be too euphoric at this stage and must await the new master plan.  Any increase in the airports activities has a detrimental effect on its neighbours and the surrounding countryside.  Clearly there will be some increase, but the demand needs to be managed in the wider interest”
· Ends, notes follow –

Notes to Editors:

1. CALAE is an umbrella organisation of local community groups opposing Luton Airport’s expansion plans.
2. Organisations currently represented on CALAE: The Breachwood Green Society; The Kimpton Protection Group, including Peter’s Green; The Hitchin Society; The Harpenden Society; Harpenden Luton Airport Working Group; Stop Luton Airport Committee (SLAP); Luton And District Association for the Control of Aircraft Noise LADACAN); Campaign Against Rural Expansion (CARE); The Chiltern Society; CPRE – The Hertfordshire Society (CPRE Hertfordshire)
3. CPRE’s Saving Tranquil Places report, published on 23 October, summarises the benefits of tranquillity, the methodology behind the mapping and CPRE’s policy recommendations. It can be downloaded from www.cpre.org.uk. Printed copies available to the media free of charge from CPRE’s press office (020 7981 2880). In a YouGov opinion poll commissioned by CPRE and carried out 27-29 September, 2006, tranquillity – and its various manifestations – was mentioned, unprompted, by 72% of 2,248 respondents as one of the things they most enjoyed or appreciated about the countryside. 61% said rural tranquillity was very important to them and 34% said it was fairly important. 24% felt rural tranquillity was under a great deal of threat and 50% felt it was under a fair amount of threat. The poll also revealed large majorities among city dwellers and people who rarely visited the countryside felt that rural tranquillity was important and believed it to be under threat. 
4. Top five components of tranquillity (according to countryside visitors and users): seeing a natural landscape, hearing birdsong, hearing peace and quiet, seeing natural looking woodland and seeing the stars at night. Top five components of what tranquillity is not: hearing constant noise from traffic, seeing lots of people, seeing urban development, seeing light pollution overhead and hearing lots of people.
5. For further information on CALAE/Tranquillity: Kevin FitzGerald, tel 07949 338044
Notes to Editors on CPRE - Hertfordshire

1.
CPRE Hertfordshire's principal aim is to safeguard the natural environment of the county, especially the Green Belt and other protected areas.  It also seeks to maintain the built environment, particularly historic settlements and buildings.  Our President is Sir Simon Bowes Lyon, KCVO.  We have over 1400 members, and membership is increasing.

2.
CPRE - the Hertfordshire Society is the County Branch of the Campaign to Protect Rural England (CPRE). The Campaign to Protect Rural England exists to promote the beauty, tranquillity and diversity of rural England by encouraging the sustainable use of land and other natural resources in town and country. The Campaign has 57,000 supporters countrywide.  Membership is open to all.

3.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION: Kevin FitzGerald, Hon. Director, CPRE - The Hertfordshire Society, tel. 07949 338044, fax 01438 714984, email office@cpreherts.org.uk
